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INTRODUCTION 

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe is a federally recognized Indian 
Tribe whose membership is composed of  
descendants of the Duwamish and Upper  
Puyallup people who inhabited Central  
Puget Sound for thousands of years before  
non-Indian settlement.  The Tribe’s name is  
derived from the native name for the prairie on  
which the Muckleshoot Reservation was  
established.  Following the Reservation’s  
establishment in 1857, the Tribe and its members  
came to be known as Muckleshoot, rather than by the historic tribal names of their 
Duwamish and Upper Puyallup ancestors.  Today, the United States recognizes the 
Muckleshoot Tribe as a tribal successor to the Duwamish and Upper Puyallup bands 
from which the Tribe’s membership descends. 
The Muckleshoot Tribe, which includes approximately 2300 citizens, is located in 
King County, Washington, between the municipalities of Auburn and Enumclaw. The 
Tribe is governed by a Tribal Council consisting of nine elected members. The Tribal 
Council elects its own chairperson and other designated officers. 
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Muckleshoot Department of Education 

PULLING  TOGETHER… 
The mission of the Muckleshoot Department of Education is to provide a seamless system 
of excellence in education from birth through higher education in which the culture, 
history and language of the Muckleshoot people is integrated into every aspect and level of 
the education system. 
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Structure of Muckleshoot Department of Education 

 
The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe-Department of Education (MIT-DOE) is 
one of the six departments that make up Tribal Operations. The MIT-
DOE reports for quality and oversight assurance to three policy 
committees, that are made up of Tribal members and one executive 
committee made up solely of Tribal Council members. 
 
The MIT-DOE is comprised of the following: 
•Tribal Education Operations 
•Early Childhood Education Division 
         Birth to Three, Head Start, Childcare Development Fund,        
Muckleshoot Child Development Center 
•School-Age Children Division 
       Muckleshoot Tribal School 
•Adult Education Division 
       Muckleshoot Tribal College, GED Services, Muckleshoot Occupational    
Skills Training 
•Financial Aid Division 
       Scholarship, Workshop and Training and Developmental Disabilities 
    

Muckleshoot  
Tribal School 

Muckleshoot Early Childhood 
Education 
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  In 2010, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe celebrated their 45th year as a Tribal  
  Head Start grantee. But, even before Head Start began formally at Muckleshoot,  
   mothers, Kiyahs (grandmothers) and aunties were providing early childhood education 
experiences out of  family homes and throughout the Reservation.  
 
Now, the Muckleshoot Early Learning Academy (Head Start), the Birth to Three Program and  
the Child Care Development Fund  are housed in a beautiful state of the art, education facility that was opened in 
2010. 
 
  Tribal families are also served by the Muckleshoot Child Development                                                               
  Center. The MCDC was opened in 2003, to serve the needs of the            
  Muckleshoot community in the area of professional childcare. Parents who  
  are working and/or attending school can do so with the knowledge that their  
  children are well cared for in a culturally-based learning environment. The MCDC  
  also provides before school and after school care that provides homework and  
  tutoring assistance.       
      

Muckleshoot Early 
Childhood Education 

Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

Early Childhood Education 

At the center of all we do,  
are the students we serve. 5 



Early Childhood Education 
 

Head Start – The name has recently been changed to the 
Muckleshoot Early Learning Academy.  This change is due to the 
collaborative nature of the work being done though all of the 
early childhood learning programs of the Tribe.  
 
Collaboration  on: 
•curriculum  (Creative Curriculum supplemented with Hand-
Writing Without Tears, Happily Ever After and Kelso’s 
Choice) 
•lesson plans and learning objectives based upon the needs of the     
specific child.  
•focus on the family, as well as, focusing on the students.   
 
Key program components include : 
•school readiness 
• health 
•family services 
•special services 
•nutrition.    
 
 

At  the Center’s Mother's Day ice cream social, 
students presented their mother/mother figure 
with handmade gifts and enjoyed making ice 
cream sundaes together. 

 

It is the goal of the division to provide the necessary tools 
to assist families as they build a solid foundation for 
lifelong learning and success. 
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Early Childhood Education 
 

Birth to Three Program- This program provides early intervention services to children and 
families of children who have developmental issues that may impair their learning and school 
readiness.   
 
The program provides the following services. 
•Speech and Language Therapy 
•Physical  Therapy 
•Occupational Therapy 
•Parent Training 
•Autism Workshops 
•Collaborative work with other  
Early Childhood Learning programs within the MIT-DOE 
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Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

School-Age Children 

Muckleshoot Tribal School 

Muckleshoot  
Tribal School 

The Muckleshoot Tribal School moved onto a world class, state of the art 
campus in 2009. With the use of 21st century technology, the school provides 
grade level instruction for Native American students from Kindergarten through 
twelfth grade. A culturally relevant curriculum is used for instruction based on 
the Common Core Standards as adopted by Washington State. 
 
The core curriculum includes:   
•Language Arts (Reading/Writing/Communication) 
•Mathematics, Science (Muckleshoot Fisheries Curriculum) 
• Social Studies 
• Extended offerings include: 

•K-5 grade Physical Education, Music, Art, Native Culture and Language 
  

•6-12 grade include:  Physical Education, Music, Art, Native Culture and 
Language, Media,  Auto/Marine Shop,  Wood Shop,  and Family and Consumer 
Sciences. 

 

Picking out a pumpkin grown  
in the MTS garden. 
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School-Age Children 

Muckleshoot Tribal School 

 
Muckleshoot  
Tribal School 

Student Support Services  are available for students identified 
with disabilities or as gifted.  As much as possible, all students are 
provided support to learn in a regular classroom alongside their 
peers. Gifted Services are available for students that demonstrate 
potential in: 
•Academics 
•Creativity 
•Leadership 
•Performing Arts 
 
Student Support Services  are also available for students 
identified with  learning disabilities. Consultants are in place for 
services as identified on the student’s Individualized Education  
Plan (IEP) in the areas of : 
•Speech Therapy 
•Occupational Therapy 
•Physical Therapy 
• Psychology  
 

Gifts students made for 
Potlatch Guests 
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School-Age Children 

Muckleshoot Tribal School 
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A full range of extra and co-curricular activities, as 
well as inter-scholastic sports opportunities, are 
available for the students of the Muckleshoot Tribal 
School.  
•Football 
•Basketball 
•Baseball 
•Softball 
•Cheerleading 
•Track and Field 
•Soccer 
•Student Organizations 
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School-Age Children 

Muckleshoot Tribal School 

Food Sovereignty Program – This 
innovative  program has successfully 
introduced a culturally based menu to the 
MTS food service program. The students 
are being provided delicious, locally grown 
and harvested traditional food such as: 
• Elk 
• Salmon 
•Crab 
•Clams 
•Nettles 
•Huckleberries  
•Other healthy choices 
 
The students are also tending their own 
garden on campus which produces items 
for the daily salad bar.  
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Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

Adult Education Services 

Muckleshoot Tribal College 

  
The Muckleshoot Tribal College offers a variety of educational services and 
academic options from GED preparation to graduate level academic programs, 
as well as Continuing Education workshops. Partnerships with Washington 
Women’s Employment and Education, Bates Technical College  and other 
organizations provide continuing education opportunities . Undergraduate and  
graduate degree opportunities are provided through partnerships with regionally 
accredited institutions including Northwest Indian College, Green River 
Community College, The Evergreen State College, Antioch University all with 
individual admission requirements.  
 

TRIBAL COLLEGE GED PRE-TESTING AND TUTORING 
Diagnostic testing, classes, and tutoring are available to the community to prepare for the GED exam. Private, small 
group and scheduled classes focus on the skills needed to pass the five GED subject examinations. Those include 
reading, social studies, science, mathematics and writing. Tutoring ensures that students are at GED level and to help 
them achieve their academic goals. 
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Adult Education Services 

Muckleshoot Tribal College 

MUCKLESHOOT OCCUPATIONAL SKILLS  TRAINING PROGRAM 
(MOST)  
Through a NACTEP federal grant which began in 2001, the MOST Program 
offers: 
• Beginner and Intermediate  WORD and EXCEL training 
• Customer Service  
• IT  Training 
Certifications in: 
•  Microsoft applications, A+  
• Computer Technician 
• Network +  
• Network Technician  
Upon completion of a module, certificates are awarded in conjunction with 
Green River Community College.  

EARLY COLLEGE PROGRAM 
The College also provides an Early College Summer Program and a College Tour program for  Tribal 
members in 10th through 12th grades. The Early College program offers college prep work in writing, math 
and provides credit retrieval opportunities allowing students to graduate on time. The program also focuses 
on culture and language. 
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Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

Financial Aid Division 

Scholarship and GED Assistance 

 

Scholarship Program    
This program provides funding to pay for higher education. 
The funds cover the cost of attendance including: 
•Tuition and Fees 
•Books 
•Supplies 
•Room and Board 
•Some Travel Costs 
These benefits are available to all eligible Muckleshoot 
Tribal members enrolled in a post-secondary education 
institution. 
 

GED Assistance Program   
This program helps with the cost of receiving the GED 
certificate, including: 
•Tutoring 
•Pre-test costs 
•Tests fees 
•Living Allowance 

Jaison Elkins and his family celebrate the 
completion of his undergraduate degree from 
the University of Colorado 
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Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

Financial Aid Division  

Workshops and Training and Developmental Disabilities 
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Workshop & Training Program  
This program provides tribal members assistance with up to $1,800 every other year in order to 
attend self-help and continuing education workshops and training. 
•registration 
•per diem 
•accommodations 
•flight assistance  
 
Disabilities Program  
•Assists with paying for costs associated with special needs diagnosis, educational assistance and instruction. 



Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

Language Program 
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In 2013, the Department of Education hired the first director for the Muckleshoot Language 
Program. Muckleshoot  instruction has been available for a number of years but leadership of 
the language efforts was decentralized. Through the funding of this new leadership position, 
the Tribe has dedicated itself to the resurgence of the language as an even greater priority. In 
the next year apprentice positions will be created for the purpose of developing at least five 
additional instructors of the language.   



Programs and Services in MIT-DOE 

Educational Partnerships 
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The Tribe has developed a number of important educational partnerships and collaborations. 
However, none of them is more important than those that are maintained between the Auburn and 
Enumclaw School Districts. The Muckleshoot Reservation is co-located between each of these 
districts and they both serve the families and young people the Tribe. 

Auburn School District- The 
following are on-going 
collaborations between the Tribe 
and the School District. 
•Muckleshoot Grant to ASD 
•Financial support of the Chinook After 
School Culture Program 
•Financial support of the Re-entry 
Program-Alternative High School at the 
Virginia Cross Native Education Center 
•Annual New Teachers Welcome Luncheon 
 
 
 

Enumclaw School District- The 
following are on-going collaborations 
between the Tribe and the School 
District. 
•The Muckleshoot/Enumclaw Inter-Local 
Agreement 
•Muckleshoot Grant to ESD 
•Financial Support of the annual Enumclaw 
Pow-Wow 
•Annual New Teachers Welcome Luncheon 
•Dual Enrollment Option  



MIT-DOE 

Vision for the Future 
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•Development of a fully accredited, degree awarding,  
post-secondary institution 
 

•Continued successful development of the Muckleshoot 
Language Program 
 

•Continue to improve high school graduation rates by Tribally 
enrolled high school students 
 

•Continue to build upon Tribal successes in Adult Education 
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