
?The Dreamstarter program is one more 
step towards overcoming the poverty of 
dreams among so many Native young 
people."
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Billy Mills (Oglala Lakota) was raised on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota. Fif ty years ago, he achieved 
his dream of winning an Olympic gold 
medal, and since then he has used that 
victory to help empower American Indian 
communities.

To celebrate Billy?s dream and his 
leadership, Running Strong is proud to 
announce the Dreamstarter Grant 
Program to help the next generation of 
American Indian community leaders make 
their dreams come true. 

Billy Mills and Dreamstarter

-Billy Mills

Billy Mills and 2015 Dreamstarter Rashaun Nez

Dreamstarter FAQs

What 's this year's theme?                                        
We will be accepting applications for Year 2: Arts 
& Cul ture.

What are the appl icat ion dates & deadl ines?    
Applications for Year 2 open October 14, 2015 
and close December 14, 2015.

When is the Dreamstarter Academy in 
Washington, DC?
The Dreamstarter Academy for Year 2: Wellness 
will take place April 10 - 13, 2016 

Do I have to have a mentor organizat ion at  the 
t ime of  appl icat ion? 
Yes.  All Dreamstarter applicants must apply 
together with their mentor organization.

Can I have a hard copy appl icat ion form?
Please contact Dreamstarter@IndianYouth.org   
or 703-317-9881 to request a hard-copy 
application to be mailed to you via regular USPS.

How do I get  updates about  Dreamstarter?       
You can visit IndianYouth.org/Dreamstarter and 
sign up for the Dreamstarter email l ist. You can 
also follow us on Facebook or Twitter. 

YEAR 2 (2016):              
ARTS & CULTURE

RunStrong4AIY
# Dreamstarter

RunningStrongforAmericanIndianYouth



Over 5 years, Running Strong will provide f if ty 
$10,000 grants to American Indian youth to 
help make their dreams a reality. Working with 
a non-prof it organization that will act as their 
mentor, each Dreamstarter will have the 
opportunity to create and manage 
community-level projects based on their 
dream. Ten Dreamstarter projects will be 
chosen each year with particular focus on that 
year's theme:

 

Year 1 2015: Wellness
Year 2 2016: Arts & Cul ture
Year 3 2017: Education
Year 4 2018: Science & The Environment
Year 5 2019: Any of the above

 

The Applicants

The Academy

To apply for this grant,  each eligible 
Dreamstarter must:

- Be under 30 years old

- Be an enrolled member of a current or 

terminated federal/ state Indian Nation

- Identify and apply with a qualifying 

501(c)3 or 7871 non-prof it serving one or 

more American Indian/Alaska 

Native/Native Hawaiian community

Every Dreamstarter and her or his mentor 
organization will be sent to an all expenses 
paid, four-day training workshop hosted in 
Washington, DC by Running Strong. In 
addition to learning invaluable skil ls for 
making their dream become reality, grant 
recipients will have the opportunity to meet 
Olympic Gold Medalist and Running Strong 
Spokesperson  Bil ly Mil ls and other 
prominent Native American f igures in 
Washington, D.C. 

For more information on eligibil ity and 
application requirements, visit 
IndianYouth.org/Dreamstarter

2015 Dreamstarter Darius Sparks

2015 Dreamstarter Cristin Haase

2015 Dreamstarter Sam Yellow Fat

START YOUR DREAM AT WWW.INDIANYOUTH.ORG/DREAMSTARTER 

YEAR 2 (2016) GRANT APPLICATIONS OPEN OCTOBER 14, 2015

What is the Dreamstarter Grant  Program?

The Grant

The Recipients

To read about the 2015 Dreamstarter 
projects, and to follow their progress visit 
IndianYouth.org/2015dreamstarter. 

"The Dreamstarters come from communities and 
tribes all over the country. They are bound 
together by the idea that, despite the challenges, 
their dreams can guide them to build a strong 
future for themselves and for their 
communities." -Billy Mills


